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New Cochrane Systematic Review supports RotaTeq®'s long-lasting and effective protection
against severe rotavirus disease

Severe rotavirus disease reduced by 93% at one year and 89% at two years

Maidenhead, 24 May 2010 - the recent Cochrane Systematic Review! published May 2010 demonstrates the long-
lasting and effective protection against severe rotavirus disease in infants delivered by RotaTeq® [Rotavirus vaccine
(live, oral)] in an analysis that compared rotavirus vaccines with placebo.

The systematic review of published clinical studies selected using pre-defined criteria shows that RotaTeq®, an oral
pentavalent vaccine, reduced severe rotavirus disease by 93% at one year and by 89% at two years. This conclusion
underscores the accruing clinical data suggesting the vaccine delivers long-lasting and effective protection against
rotavirus disease.2%45 Data analysed in this way can help reduce the uncertainty associated with vaccination decision-
making and help inform public health policy.

Notes for Editors
Details of the Cochrane Systematic Review

34 trials met the inclusion criteria: 26 Rotarix®” and 8 RotaTeq® studies comparing vaccine with placebo were
evaluated, involving a total of 175,944 participants. No data meeting the inclusion criteria was found for a third
rotavirus vaccine (the Chinese Lanzhou Lamb Rotavirus (LLR) vaccine) and it was excluded from the analysis.

No direct comparison of the two rotavirus vaccines is possible due to the differences in clinical data measures and
end-points used in the range of studies.

# Rotarix® is a registered trademark of GlaxoSmithKline

About Sanofi Pasteur MSD

Sanofi Pasteur MSD is a joint venture between sanofi pasteur, the vaccine division of sanofi-aventis, and Merck & Co., Inc.
Combining innovation and expertise, Sanofi Pasteur MSD is the only company in Europe dedicated exclusively to vaccines. Sanofi
Pasteur MSD is able to draw on the research expertise of sanofi pasteur and Merck & Co., Inc., together with their teams
throughout the world, to focus on the development of new vaccines for Europe, which aim to extend protection to other diseases
and perfect existing vaccines in order to improve the acceptability, efficacy and tolerability of vaccination.
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